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Sarnbhaji to help him. To the strictly orthodox Gangadhar
Rangnath had sinned beyond hope of pardon. But Sambhaji
by using his influence induced the priesthood to prescribe
a penance by which he might once more become a Brahman.
The penance prescribed was no light one. The unhappy
pervert was ordered to walk three hundred and sixty times
round a holy mountain and make two pilgrimages to
distant shrines. Gangadhar Rangnath, however, performed
the penance. The king thereafter obtained the signatures
of a number of leading Brahmans to a document, that
pronounced the sinner to be pure and declared that any
who doubted his purity was himself guilty of an offence,
not only against the Brahmans, but against the gods them-
selves.

That Sambhaji committed grave faults cannot be denied;
yet great as they were, his punishment was greater still;
and when the Maratha leaders heard of his cruel execution
of his dauntless bearing in the face of torture, of the
courage with which he had silently borne hideous torments,
all resentment against the king left their breasts. They
remembered only the gallant youth who had seized
Janardanpant at Panhala, had defeated Alvor at Phonda
and had hunted from the Konkan the shattered army of
Shah Alam.

To decide what steps should now be taken, the Maratha
leaders assembled at Ray gad. Sambhaji had left a widow
Yesubai and a yon ShivajL Yesubai like Soyarabai was a
daughter of the patrician house of Shirke. Her maiden
name had been Jiubai, which she changed according to
Hindu custom on her marriage. Her father was Pilaji
Shirke. She was married to Sambhaji in December 1667
shortly after the prince's return from Delhi. Her son
Shivaji had been born in December 1680 (Margshirsh Sud
10, 1602), shortly after Sambhaji's accession; and in honour
of his birth Sambhaji had given large sums in charity and
had completed the dam of a lake left unfinished by his
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